n 1939 Churchill Wondered 
If Hitler 


Herald Tribune News Service 

NEW YORK, Dec. 11— As 
late as March, 19S9 — A scant: 
six months before the out 
break of World War II — 
Winston Churchill wonidered 
whether Adolph Hitler would 
follow in the footsteps of Na- 
poleon or lead Germany on a 
peaceful course. 

This hitherto unpublished 
fact oanxe to light in an exami- 
nation of a collectioin of the 
late British statesman’s writ- 
ings, wihose acquisition was 
annoumiced today by Richard 
H. Logsdon, Director of Co- 
lumbia University’s libraries. 
In an essay entitled “Will 
Hitler Make Napoleon’s Mis- 
takes?” Churchill wrote; 

“The choice is still open 
joday. Hands are still out- 
fetretched across the North Sea 
land the Atlantic Ocean, and 
pcross the steel^;lad frontiers 
^f the French Republic, which 
ftvould welcome and aid a gen- 
ijine Hitler of peace and tole- 
ration.” 

1 The eissay was the last chap- 
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ter in the proof copy of 
Churchill’s book, “Step By 
Step” (1986-1939)”, but it was 
omitted when the book was 
published in June, 1939. The 
proof copy was mislead until 
recently. 

“Let us remember that the 
immediate causes of Napo- 
leon’s downfall laiso have rele- 
vance to Hitler,” Churchill 
wrote. “What of Russia: wall 
he lead another grand army 
towards Moscow, and how 
would he fare in such an ad- 
venture? It is remairkable how 
great a counterpoise the vast 
mass of Russia has been in the 
past to Europe.” 

Napoleon, languishing in 
captivity, was always at pains 
to explain the loftiness of his 
aims, and that his work was 
cut short imoompleted. But 
this was due to his supreme 
mistake, which can be stated 
so simply: The mistake of go- 
ing on doing the same thing 
after the need for doing it has 
passed away. 

Will Hitler follow auto- 


Napoleon 

matically the same path? Will 
he draw upon himself the 
same resentments and deep- 
flowing tides of mass antagon- 
ism as brought the great 
genius of the 19th century to 
failure and to sorrow; or will 
some flash of inspiration light 
for Mm the futur aend reveal 
the shadows of the past? 

"At least it can be said of 
|m that when all the emper- 
s, kings and generals of 
any and Austria had 
iled, Ihe brought his country 
om the wreck to be the main 
anxiety of Europe. His place 
in history depends upon 
whether tMs process leads to 
a broad and enduring peace or 
to a general catastrophe, fol- 
lowed by another dark age. 
And that is still uncertain. 

When Churchill wrote these 
words he was a member of the | 
House of Commons. In May, 
1940, he became Prime Min- 
ister. 



